Biodiversity: What is it and Why Do We Care?

Wikipedia defines Biodiversity as the biological variety and variability of life on
Earth. Biodiversity is a measure of variation at the genetic, species, and ecosys-
tem level. Wikipedia also cites a UN report that 25% of all plant and animal
species are threatened with extinction as a result of human activity.

This issue of Watershed Events takes a look at invasive plants, one of the main
drivers of biodiversity loss, along with reporting protocols and suggestions about
controlling their spread.
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BIODIVERSITY LOSS

Reduction in the number of genes, individual
organisms, species, and ecosystems in a given area
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Too Much Information?

Overwhelmed yet? The number and persistence of invasive species is daunting, to be sure, and this
issue has only covered four weed species. Here are some conclusions and suggestions to consider:

Individuals can make a difference

Report populations of invasive weeds. WIN lists an email address to report invasive species. Your report helps
track the incidence and prevalence of the invader. Report invasive species at https://oregoninvasiveshotline.org/

Pick the most troubling weed in your own yard and focus on that particular weed. English lvy is a good place to
begin due to the plants’ ability to destroy biodiverse communities in so many ways. If you have English Ivy grow-
ing on your property, pull the vines down and uproot them. Discard the vines in the trash - not the big green
recycling bin. Be on the lookout for regrowth or new starts and pull these immediately.

Plant a variety of natives to increase your garden’s biodiversity. Think in layers and seasons. If your yard hosts
high, midstory and low plantings that flower at varying times of the year, it provides cover and food for a variety of
pollinators. In suburban neighborhood, one of the biggest monocultures is the prevalence of lawn. If you want a
space with uniform low vegetation for a play area, eco-lawn mixes provide diverse plant species to create this
effect.

To find out more about the Western Invasives Network www.cascadepacific.org/western-invasives-network

The City of Salem: making a difference

As part of the Mayor’s Pollinator pledge, the
City of Salem has begun to plant native plant
gardens in Salem’s parks. These photos are
from the pollinator garden at Orchard Heights
Park. This garden attracts a variety of pollina-
tors including bees, butterflies, hummingbirds
and finches.

Funds for the seeds and plants in the garden
were provided by the Glenn and Gibson
Creeks Watershed Council through donations
to the Salem Electric Habitat Improvement
Program (HIP).

Interested in participating in HIP?

https://glenngibsonwc.org/Site/docs/
HabitatimprovementProgramDonationForm.pdf




